GEM STATE STOCKHORSE ASSOCIATION RULE BOOK

Revised April 2010

1. Purpose

1.1 The Gem State Stock Horse Association (GSSHA) contests are dedicated to the promotion, development and demonstration of the reined cow horse.

1.2 The Gem State Stock Horse Association is an affiliate of the National Reined Cow Horse Association (NRCHA).  Except as modified below all classes shall be governed and judged by the current NRCHA rules and regulations.

2. Membership

2.1 Membership dues for the GSSHA for a $35 for single person membership, $50 for a family membership. Dues paid before the first show will entitle you to ride in all GSSHA shows and be eligible for year-end awards. Both the owner of the horse and the rider must be a member

of good standing to be eligible for year-end awards. If a contestant does not wish to be a GSSHA member or compete for year-end awards, a $15.00 non-member fee per show will be accessed. It is the members’ responsibility to know and understand the current rules and guidelines of the GSSHA and the NRCHA as printed in the current year’s rule books.

3. Ethics

3.1 Contestants engaging in any form of misconduct, harassment, or unsportsmanlike conduct, towards other contestants, show management or judges are subject to disqualification. Contestants are not to converse with the judges, except at the riders’ meetings and beyond the

exchange of normal greetings during the contest, with the exception of schooling shows where the judge will be encouraged to comment on a rider’s performance.  Violators of this rule are subject to disqualification.  Contestant questions or concerns will be addressed to a designated rider’s representative during the contest.  Contestants shall elect a “Rider’s Representative” prior to the start of a show.

4. Conduct

4.1 No contestant or other person shall engage in any form of misconduct or harassment towards show management, judges, employees, or livestock. Misconduct by a contestant may be grounds for disqualification. Any complaint must be officially filed with the secretary

through the designated rider’s representative, immediately following the event with payment of a fee of $50. The board of directors will address the complaint. If the board finds in favor of the complainant, the fee will be refunded and appropriate action will be taken. If the board finds against the complainant, the fee will be forfeited. All decisions of the board are final.

4.2 The show committee as assigned by the board of directors has the right to disqualify or refuse entry to any contestant for violation of any rule.

5. Year End Point System

5.1 Points will be awarded to a maximum of six places.  6 points – first place; 5 points – second place; 4 points – third; 3 points – fourth place; 2 points for fifth place; 1 point for sixth place, and 1 point for each horse that placed lower in the class. If only three horses are in the class, first place will receive 3 points for winning and 2 points for placing higher than the other two horses, for a total of 5 points. To qualify for year-end awards or to be eligible for any added money a member must compete in at least 75% of the approved shows. In the event of a draw or tie in year end points, the cow work score of the class will accumulated for all shows and larger

of the totals will break the tie. In the event a contestant can not attend the awards banquet, the contestant is responsible for the cost of delivery and insurance of any awards won.

5.2 Points accumulated throughout the show season will be awarded to the horse in all classes except; Greener Than Grass, 500 Limited Boxing, Open Boxing, Open Limited (Masters & Classic) and Youth.

5.3 Points accumulated throughout the show season in the classes, Greener Than Grass, 500 Limited Boxing, Open Boxing, Open Limited (Masters & Classic), and Youth will be awarded to the horse and rider combination.
6. Classes & Divisions

6.1 Classes: The classes listed below may not be offered at all GSSHA shows. Show management will publish a class list prior to each show. If an offered class is to be

canceled, the show management must announce and post it 30 minutes prior to starting the first class.

6.1a Bridle Class – Open & 1500 Pro-Am – includes herd work, dry pattern, & fence work. Open to horses of any age, to be ridden in a NRCHA approved bridle. Reins with romal are required. Only one hand may be used on the reins and hands must not be changed.

6.1b Two-Rein Class – Open & 1500 Pro-Am – includes herd work, dry pattern, & fence work. Open only to horses not shown in the bridle at any judged working cow horse event held any time, any place (down the fence) prior to January 1st of the current year. This class is open to horses of any age. These horses can be shown only one year in this class. The rider must use one hand on the reins. Any number of fingers between reins will be permitted. NRCHA approved hackamore and bridle are required.

6.1c Hackamore Class – Open & 1500 Pro-Am – includes herd work, dry pattern, & fence work. Open to horses 5 years of age and under that have never been shown in a bridle down the fence at any judged working cow horse event held at any time, any place. The rider shall use

closed reins. Two hands must be used on the reins.  NRCHA approved hackamore is required.

6.1d 3 or 4 year old Snaffle Bit Class – Open & 1500 Pro-Am includes herd work, dry pattern, & fence work.  Open to horses 4 years and under. Must be shown in a NRCHA approved snaffle bit.

6.1e Buckaroo 4 Event – Open & 1500 Pro-Am – includes herd work, dry pattern, fence work, & roping.  Open to horses of any age, using any NRCHA approved bridle, snaffle, or hackamore.

6.1f Boxing Class – Greener than Grass & 500 Limited – includes dry pattern and boxing fence work. Open to horses of any age, using any NRCHA approved bridle, snaffle, or hackamore.

6.1f.1. Open Boxing Class – includes dry pattern and boxing fence work.  Open to horses of any age using any NRCHA age appropriate bridle, snaffle or hackamore.  The Open Boxing class will take place in the arena, not the cutting pen.
6.1g Open Limited – Master & Classic - includes dry pattern and herd work. Open to horses of any age, using an NRCHA age appropriate bridle snaffle, or hackamore. 
6.1h Two Year Old Reining – dry pattern only. Open to horses 2 years old ridden in an NRCHA approved snaffle bit.

6.1i Youth Classes – Jr. Youth 12-15 and Sr. Youth 16-18 -  All youth classes based on the rider’s age as of January 1 of the current year. Includes dry pattern and boxing fence

work. Open to horses of any age, using any NRCHA approved bridle, snaffle, or hackamore.

6.1j Youth Classes - Little Buckaroo 8 & Under and Youth 9-11 – Dry pattern only.  All youth classes based on the rider’s age as of January 1 of the current year. Open to horses of any age, using any NRCHA approved bridle, snaffle, or hackamore.  

6.2 Divisions & Eligibility

6.2a Open – Open division is open to all contestants, with no restrictions on monies earned or professional status.

6.2b Pro Am 1500 – Pro Am 1500 open to any contestant with lifetime winnings of $1500 or less at the start of the calendar year.

6.2c Greener than Grass – Open to the contestant that is in their first year of showing in reined cow horse events or who has never won a class championship in any previous year. Riders that have ever been down the fence in a judged cow horse event are not eligible for Greener Than Grass class.

6.2d 500 Limited Boxing – Open to any contestant with lifetime earnings of $500.00 or less at the start of the calendar year.  Contestant cannot have shown down the fence three times in a judged reined cow horse event.
6.2e Open Limited – Masters - Open to any rider aged 50 years and over that declares their intention to never go down the fence in a judged reined cow horse event again.
        Open Limited – Classic – Open to any contestant aged 49 and under that has not shown down the fence three times in a judged reined cow horse event.  

6.2f   Open Boxing – Open to any contestant that has not shown down the fence three times in a judged reined cow horse event.
6.2g The show committee shall determine eligibility and all decisions of the committee are final. A horse and/or rider may be disqualified at any point in the contest if it is determined that they do not meet the eligibility requirements. All monies and prizes accumulated to that point would be forfeited.

6.2h Contestants are reminded that cross-entering into any class with fence work will be counted as a completion of fence work for their eligibility, even if the contestant does not complete the fence work portion.  Cross entries shall be consistent with NRCHA rules.
7. Working Rules

7.1 Ties:

Ties in individual classes will be broken by using the high scoring fence work. Classes without fence work will use high scoring cow work. Ties in accumulated points for year-end awards are addressed in rule 5.1.

7.2 Appointments and Equipment

7.2a The snaffle bit, hackamore, or bridle may be inspected at the discretion of the judge or show officials anytime throughout the contest. Any bit or hackamore found to be in violation of NRCHA rules of the current year will result in a disqualification of the entry. An entry must be shown in the same discipline throughout any one contest (Example: a legal snaffle bit

must be used in all events in any particular contest)

7.2b In the Buckaroo Class, all horses will be shown in the same saddle, bridle, and bit throughout the contest.  Each contestant must wear chaps or chinks when competing.

The only changes allowed will be saddle blankets and leg protections.

7.2c In the Buckaroo Class, a usable rope will be carried throughout all four events. Each contestant must wear chaps or chinks when competing. Contestants must have a slick horn, no rubber is allowed on the horn.
7.2d Contestants that wish to use the same score for multiple entries may ONLY do so if those entries are drawn together. (example: Open snaffle bit and 1500 pro-am snaffle bit) AND have declared their intent to do so to the show secretary PRIOR to their FIRST ride.  Contestants competing in classes without same equipment or working requirements will NOT be able to

use one score for both classes.

7.3 Broken Equipment

7.3a Refer to NRCHA Rules.

7.4 Rider’s Attire:

7.4a Riders must wear a western hat, long-sleeved shirt, and riding boots. The wearing of chaps or chinks is optional, in Greener than Grass, Youth 9-11, Jr. Youth 12-15 and Little Buckaroo.

7.5 Falls

7.5a Falls of the horse or rider will terminate the run and a score of zero will be given for that event. The fall of the horse will be defined as “all 4 feet in the same direction, free of the ground.” If a horse loses his hindquarters, but does not go flat and the rider is able

to stay on board, he may continue his run.

7.6 Rein Hands

7.6a Bridle – Only one hand may be used on the reins, and hands must not be changed. The second hand may hold the romal, a minimum of 12”from the rein hand.  Rule 7.6 shall follow NRCHA rule of the current year.

7.7 Training Devices

While the show is in progress a rider must wear a western hat or helmet and a long sleeve shirt in the show arena. A rider shall not enter the show arena of any Gem State approved show with any equipment other than legal NRCHA/NCHA equipment while the show is in progress. The show management, representative or judge must disqualify a contestant if he/she enters the arena with any illegal equipment and all entry fees and/or premiums pertaining to said contestant shall be forfeited.

7.8 Arena Help

Any rider(s) assisting a contestant in any of the events (herd and roping) must adhere to all of the working and attire rules that apply to the contestants.  A rider shall not enter the show arena of any Gem State approved show with any equipment other than legal NRCHA/NCHA equipment while the show is in progress.   Chinks or chaps are optional. Refer to NRCHA rule 14.16.
7.9 Spur & Romal Use

Spurring or hitting in front of the cinch at any time will be subject to current year NRCHA judging criteria and rules.

7.10 Rider Noise

Since these events simulate ranch conditions, minimal rider noise may be directed toward the cattle.  No profanity will be allowed.

8. Judging 

NRCHA judging criteria will be used along with NRCHA Judging cards.

9. Reined Work

These working descriptions are general guidelines.  Actual judging criteria are governed by NRCHA rules of the current year.

9.1 Overview: Horses shall work individually. A reined work must consist of the following: circles, lead changes and runs terminating in well-balanced stops straight to the line of travel, turns, and a back-up of a reasonable distance.

 9.1a The reined work is a demonstration of both the rider’s control of the horse and the horse’s suitability as a cow horse as it circles, runs, stops, and turns. The reined cow horse should be easily guided or controlled with little or no apparent resistance.

9.2 Circles

Emphasis on the scoring shall be given to the contestant exhibiting smooth, controlled figure eights with easy lead changes. Circles are a controlled maneuver at the lope in the designated area of the arena. Right and left circles should have a common centerline in the middle of the designated area. Circles should be started on the correct lead. The speed and size of the right

circles shall be the same as the speed and size of the left circle. The horse should lope in an even fluid manner with a minimum of rider contact and commands.  Circles should be executed far enough from the arena wall that it does not affect the circles.

9.3 Lead Changes 

The act of changing the propelling side of the horse’s body when changing the direction traveled at a lope.  The lead change must be executed at a lope with no change in speed or gait. The horse should change leads at the exact location dictated in the pattern description and should change in one stride. A horse will be considered out of lead if both front and rear leads are not changed in the same stride.  

9.4 Run-downs

Straight runs lengthwise through the arena. Rundowns should be made as described in the given pattern, unless the judge indicates otherwise due to arena conditions. The horse should demonstrate a relaxed fluid attitude when starting a run-down and throughout the maneuver. The horse should use controlled speed consistent with the size of the arena and the condition of the ground. The horse should travel in a straight line with a minimum of contact with the rider. Straight, controlled run-downs with square, smooth stops, maintaining suppleness and proper

head position.

9.5 Stops

Should be in line with the direction of travel. The horse should have its hocks well under him during the entire stop, maintaining a proper head position and response to a light rein.

9.6 Spins

Consistent and positioned 360 degree turns executed with the inside hindquarter (pivot) foot remaining stationary. Spins should be smooth and efficient. The location of the hindquarters should be fixed at the start of the spin. The horse should stop the spin exactly as dictated by the pattern description. The right and left spins should have a similar speed and balance.

9.7 Back-up

The horse being caused to move in a reverse motion in a straight line for a required distance. The horse should begin the back up in a controlled manner and should continue to back-up without hesitation until directed to stop by the rider.

10. Herd Work

These working descriptions are general guidelines.  Actual judging criteria are governed by NRCHA rules of the current year. Refer to NRCHA rule 19.1.

10.1 Overview

Each horse is required to enter the herd at least once, sufficiently deep to show his ability to make a cut.  The horse should demonstrate its ability to enter the herd quietly with very little disturbance to the herd or to the cow brought out. The horse should drive his cow sufficient distance from the herd to assure that the herd will not be disturbed by the work, thereby

showing its ability to drive a cow. When a cow is cut from the herd, it is desirable that it be taken toward the center of the arena. The cow should be held in a working position as near the center of the arena as possible.

10.2 Boxing Class  

These working descriptions are general guidelines.  Actual judging criteria are governed by NRCHA rules of the current year.  

Working the cow on the end of the arena for 50 seconds with time commencing when the cow gate closes and signaled as complete by the announcer.  The horse should exhibit superior cow sense and natural cow working ability without excessive reining or spurring. In the head-to-head working position, the degree of difficulty shall be considered.
11. Fence Work

These working descriptions are general guidelines.  Actual judging criteria are governed by NRCHA rules of the current year. Refer to NRCHA rule 19.3.

11.1 Overview

Judging begins when the contestant enters the arena.  At the start of the work, each contestant, upon receiving a cow in the arena, shall hold the cow on the prescribed end of the arena for a sufficient time to demonstrate the ability of the horse to contain the cow at that end.

11.1a After a reasonable amount of time, the contestant shall take the cow down the fence, making at least one turn each way on the fence. The contestant shall then take the cow to an open part of the arena and circle the animal at least once in each direction. The contestant

shall show his horse to the best of his ability upon the judge’s instruction, or at his own discretion.  The foregoing is the ideal type of cow work. If the ground, arena, and/or weather condition are deemed unfavorable, the judge may elect to alter the required cow work for safety reasons.

11.1b The greater the difficulty of the run, the more credit should be given. The difficulty may be due to the extreme speed of the cow, the stubbornness of the cow (i.e. not respecting the horse), or the cow’s reluctance to move down the fence when sufficiently driven by the contestant. The more pleasing or exciting cow work should be marked the highest. Bad manners exhibited by the horse will be penalized under run content. When enough cows are available the contestant should receive a new cow if the one drawn is unreasonably difficult or unworkable. Allowing the horse to quit working before the judge signals for a new cow will result in a zero score. The judge may blow his whistle at any time to terminate the work. A

score of zero will be charged if the work is not complete at this point. The contestant has the option to continue working even though the judge signals for a new cow. Judging will end, when the whistle blows.  In the cow work phase of any class, a hand on the horn maybe used to prevent the fall of the rider.

11.2 Turning on the fence

A good turn on the fence is defined as one in which the cow, while being run down the fence on one side of the arena, is turned in the other direction and held near the same fence while being run in a new direction.  During the turn the horse should use himself in a controlled athletic manner, using his hocks to stop and drive out of the turn, while using his front end to balance and turn.

11.3 Circling

Taking the cow to the center of the arena and maneuvering it smoothly at least 360 degrees in one direction without interference from the fence. The circle size, symmetry, speed, and relative balance from the right and left show control. Tightening the circles down with fast head-to-head speed will be a credit situation.  The circles should be completed before the cow is exhausted.

12. Buckaroo Class

12.1 Roping Event

The contestant will box the cow at the end of the arena, and then take the animal down the fence making at least one turn each direction. The rider must then track up, rope the cow around the neck, stop and hold the cow to demonstrate control, setting it up with a straight square stop. The rider must follow the cow out of the arena without losing his rope. Credit will be given to the horse that exhibits superior cow sense, tracks the cow and stops straight.

12.2 Loops

The contestant is allowed two loops to legally rope the cow. Using more than two loops, an illegal loop that is dallied, or a dropped rope will result in the contestant receiving a score of zero. Missing the first loop will incur a 3-point penalty. Missing both loops will result in a score of 60. A legal loop is around the horns or neck, or around the neck and one front leg.
